MO, USA) and were used without further purification.To create and maintain an RNase-free environment, the DSN buffer and other solutions were prepared using distilled water with 0.1% diethyl pyrocarbonate (DEPC). DEPC-treated deionised water was used in all experiments. The tips and tubes were RNase-free and did not require pretreatment to inactivate RNases.
Experimental Section:

Materials and Reagents
The synthetic G-rich oligonucleotide DNA and complementary cDNA of the target microRNA purified by HPLC were obtained from Shanghai Sangon Biological Engineering Technology & Services Co., Ltd.
(Shanghai, China). HPLC-purified miRNAs were purchased from GenScript Co., Ltd. (Nanjing, China).The sequences of these miRNAs and of the constituent G-quadruplexes and cDNA of the probes are listed in Table 1 .Duplex-specific nuclease (DSN) was obtained from the Evrogen Joint Stock Company (Russia). RNase inhibitor was purchased from Fermentas Inc. NMM was purchased from J&K Scientific Ltd. (Beijing, China). Other chemicals were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich, Inc. (Saint Louis, MO, USA) and were used without further purification.To create and maintain an RNase-free environment, the DSN buffer and other solutions were prepared using distilled water with 0.1% diethyl pyrocarbonate (DEPC). DEPC-treated deionised water was used in all experiments. The tips and tubes were RNase-free and did not require pretreatment to inactivate RNases.
Instrumentation
Fluorometric Analysis-All fluorescence measurements were performed on an F-7000 spectrometer (Hitachi, Japan). The instrument settings were as follows: λEX= 399 nm (bandpass 10 nm), λEM from 550 nm to 700 nm (bandpass 10 nm) and the photomultiplier tube (PMT) detector voltage = 500 V.
Incubation were performed on a PCR Amplifier. 
